
MTL PENCIL CASE INSTRUCTIONS
*use 1/4” seam allowance unless otherwise noted. seam allowances are
included in the pattern.

materials:
· 1/8 yd exterior fabric - preferably canvas/denim
· 1/8 yd of a mid or heavyweight interfacing if 
added structure is needed
· 1/8 yd interior fabric - quilting cotton, muslin, etc.
· 8” zipper

cut:
· (2) main from exterior fabric
· (2) main from lining fabric
· (2) main from interfacing (if using)

instructions:
1. cut out all pieces and fuse/baste interfacing to 
exterior main pieces if needed.
2. prep zipper: fold the zipper tab in half and iron. 
then fold the edges in to meet the center foldline 
that was just created and iron. fold along the 
center line to create an enclosed zipper tab. 

on the pull side of the zipper, trim the zipper tape 
so that 1/2” remains beyond the two metal stops. 
sandwich the extra zipper tape between the 
zipper tab and sew in place with a 1/8” seam 
allowance. 

on the end stop side of the zipper, fold back the 
zipper tape ends and baste in place.

3. attach zipper: with an exterior main right side 
facing up. center the zipper right side down along 
the top edge of the exterior main. place the 
interior main right side down on top of the 
zipper, creating a mini sandwich. clip/pin the 
layers together and use a zipper foot to sew the 
zipper in place. 

press and then topstitch along the zipper edge. 
repeat with the other side.

4. open the zipper halfway!
5. match the exterior pieces right sides together 
(RST) and the interior lining pieces RST. make sure 
the zipper is bent towards the lining. pin on both 
sides of the zipper so that everything remains 
centered. 
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SIMPLE PENCIL CASE

approx !nished size: 
8.5” wide x 2.75” tall x 1.5” deep 



6. start sewing on the bottom edge of the lining, 
making sure to leave a 3” opening. sew along all 
four edges of the pencil case. try to get as close to 
the zipper as possible, without actually sewing 
through the zipper.

7. box the four corners: open up the corner, line 
up the seams, and sew along the edge created. 

8. "ip the pencil case right side out through the 
opening left in the lining. use a chopstick or 
something similar to poke out the corners.
8. hand or machine sew the lining closed. stu# the 
lining into the pencil case.

ENJOY!

LEAVE OPENING IN LINING

would love to see your version!
tag me if you make it! -- @mtlmakes
or use #mtlpencilcase



3. place the upper and lower waves RST. no need 
to pin; it’s easier to go slowly and line up the 
edges while you sew. place the edge of the upper 
wave slightly beyond that of the lower wave, so 
that when sewing with a 1/4” seam allowance, the 
edges match up where the stitches begin. sew the 
waves together.

4. iron the seam allowance to one side. fuse on 
interfacing if needed. topstitch if you want.
5. repeat with the other side.

6. follow steps 2-8 in the simple pencil case 
instructions to !nish!

materials:
· 1/8 yd upper wave accent fabric
· 1/8 yd lower wave accent fabric
· 1/8 yd of a mid or heavyweight interfacing if 
added structure is needed
· 1/8 yd interior fabric - quilting cotton/muslin/etc.
· 8” zipper

cut:
· (1) upper wave, (1) upper wave reversed*
· (1) lower wave, (1) lower wave reversed*
· (2) main from lining fabric
· (2) main from interfacing (if using)

instructions:
1. cut out all pieces. *make sure you have reversed 
copies of the upper and lower wave, as shown 
below, so the side seams will match up.

2. make small 1/8” clips along the concave curves 
of each wave. this will make it easier to match RST 
when sewing.
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